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Multiple BExposure

Twio vears ago | moved to South Korea with two handmade teak
wood pinhole carmeras, 20 rolls of mediurm forrmat filrm and a mini
tripod. Though enthusiastic to docurment the rich colors of the Far
East, | had neidea of the obstacles that awaited me there, nor the
cngoing revelations of what | considered  photography™ to be.
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| oftan daydream—of camera contact lenses, of the shutter release betweean rvy indee fingar

and thurnb—and | am no longer navigated by my fest, but rather by my eyes; portals for
pursuing luminasity ke read sigee, bursting Irom a pillow Bight ol leathers, chasing aller
cach pure white narrative, | snap back ta reality. oud of paradoxical conversations with my
eyes, and come o ferms with an inescapable imperative to celebrate and share what | see.

['heer drasiamy qualily of the pholographs i he reasan | shoe! pinbaks. | love b, | lesl like
each pinkale phalograph 15 & marelows dream 4 surreal and fancilul momesnt in bime
swarling] through my mand before coming aul 82 4 perlect pnhole phalagraph. | spend
rritad sl my days wailb roy Bead in Ehe Sleuds hinking abeol unicems and rambiows, sa
pinduale phatography Tesls really natural 1o re. Sod if | don’ | wear oy glasses, well, he
whole world Llooks like a pinhale phalagraph!
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| spent my first summer in Korea pinholing pungent fish markets, ancient fortresses and
ternples, rendom street festivals and even a solar eclipse. When the fime came to process
The season's rolls of lilm, | laured my way o a recommended prinl 2bap down @ sede streed
in the: carmera distict of Seaul Toomy dismay, they could only develop the Film— rat scan i
ta the caliber of oy Liking. My lovefhate relabonship with the photdo 1z had blossomed.

P | went Lo plck up Wm, anly B fired that 1F hadn Been develapaed or my conlact
sheels hadn'| been prinfed. & third lime, ey sere ool of (he mediom leomal Kadak fikm |
preder [Dwiuld never be able 1o purchase Kodak here again]. Aler | a bep ba Jeju lsland |
dropped ofl len rells ol lilm, bul picked uponly lsure: 8 preciees <mal my ralls had besn
ruined during processing. | was devaslaled. Eventually, | laund anather pholography slore
wilh medium larmal Kodak il on slock. Delighled by rmy hind and s unusoally
tescounted price, | bought it despile the lact Ehal 1l was expired. Inthe faos of e
nbistacles, which seemed 1o b irpng (o slop me Trem using my pnbele cameras, |
eveniually wrapped them in colod ul oral scarves and pul hem sy, Qaking them ol
oy secas pnslly e when iraveling abraad,

Qne aftarncan tha rain held off just ||:\-'||,:|
enough for rme ko entartain my farily weth a
vz b Gysangbak Falace in Sesul | snedued
bt & buldg and B lperhectly slbou
etted against & moody syl gargodasquea
dacorations whach adorn mary of Korea's
palaces, | chose Flagt filem for ks ternpera-
il urklertarss

On awendy auturmn day in Phoenie, Anzona,
| wenbured to Faar Farm haunted house
Alone, | clpped insede and followed the
flcod - splattered wialls into the feasted dalu
sians of & peycha Killer's mind, This racm of
hanging mwmmeaswas the pered pinhole,
s 2bthe bunts of rocverment making il come
alres dunrg 115 13-2ecand expasune

In snvemgy ok, on a busting cly sireet in Sama
Barbara grew & patch of dandelions Sessng
Thearn Sy i e gertle brespe whalean 8 bike
nife, | shopped o caplure ther summer danoe
Pinhoda cameras are notanas for producing
dazzlng addies cwch asths elecinc straak of
unshine which & sormefnng Dee s ioved
abreul IR e

Thez gorpecus pdhon tickled me as.a slithery
coarf while on Bahol 1sland. Philsppenes
Stanning and mischisyous, he paused only
lang enaugh lar tae pecteats, | ddn't hae
brme o ponder aver which lens and film were
bs=st suited to iy swhbject, so by defaull he
wias phatographed with Roboto Glither
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Finhole images ook so drearmy because of the rudimentary corsiruchon of 1he phatographic
device—no bans, just an the aperture the size of & pinhole. IFyow look &t & stendard camera's
aperiure and then pou lack al a amall needle, well, Ehe dilference 15 abwiows, Your regular
camara is programmesd to know how leng to beawe the shutter open. This expasure fimae is
usually guite quick; faster than the Blink of an eye. In a pinhele camera, howsever, the same
amount of light has 1o trewel through just a ting pinhole, sllof which could teke amwhere
Iram & coupls secands o eighl hours. Snce (he world rarely stands shill, this technigue
capiures all the beautibul motion and energy of ceenday lie, resultieg in the final images’
surrealistic ard sensuous gualities

When | Lagk al alraght digial phalegraphs, | allen think,  Thals nod bos il leaked
Where's (he aparkbs? Where are Db ranbows and e glitter lalling iram the clouds that
miade Thal moment unlorgetlable?” | olien snubbed digial phatography because to me,
phatography & all abaul ilme Taking e B (e creale 8 piecs ol uncropped art was lar
minre remanhic 1o me than shooling dozens ol Irames & minule, and relying oo Pholoe
ship lor & quick T inpast-production. Yed, newly Berell ol my go-1o cameras, | needed bo
lired & neswe cresalees gullslin g burey, and 1he universe karrmically answersd oy regquesl n
Ehee Torm al 1he most gadgely digial eplion (thinkabde: an iFhors app called Hipstamale

Deespite my disinclinations for technalogy in my photogrephy, the Hipstamatic app wes love
g firsf wse,” and has saince supplanted my beloved pnhole carmeras as my prmary picture-
Laker, I allows me bo pholagraph the stunming beauty thal surrounds me in s whimaical
shyle, which is how | see view [Fe, It is show, it allows rme o change flms and lanses dapending
onwhat vinzge camera | want 1o mimic and its viewfnder is erratic. Post- produclian cropping

i not an aption since each image has a detinctive berder or unigue detail, forcing Hipstamatic
pholagraphers 1o rmake (b eflor 1o irame and compose sach every shol. These parbculars
are what | love ard what allow me to use a digital comers and not fecl guilly for all my pasd
thowghts on digital pholography

Surmielfing ve especially enpoyed has baen gelling acquamted wilk the dilzrenl
peersonalifies of mach lens and Hirm, Some have ighl leakes, slbhers dust, Some are
manachromialie o have a black ar while border, Some remnd me ol allerncon cloud
walching ar lancy partes wilh elbow lengih gloees, while abbers make me dizey, O
even conveys [he harsh realibes ol lile using beaey Black dislarion as aseal pelldicn n
The image. When | chaose esch lens and lilm, Ui selfing (he lane lore how | wanl 1o
remambsar the marmsnt, Dmoguiding myg stewers 1o leel cerlan amolicns Based on my
choices. Iraveling abrosd
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Thzimage, taken in tha Sedora Rouga Hoteln
Arizona, comes from 2n ongoing senes docu-
rreEnineg the places | sieon | leave tha shulier on
iy pnkde carmeraapen for the duraton of rry
slumber, sometimas [minfociesand sthersl'm
& blurof restiess rmovament. Corme miaming, |
WIRe conen whial | can remembes iom my
drerre Here: mysical auns danglng ergals
el swerling wortaees

| often imagine that lawn ormaments come
altve at regh, have parties and nibble on
gerumpliols preens.  Craslng  around
armangEl i anls, | prhole them in ganians
whenevar | get the chanca, This garden dug
was found in ey grandrmaother s yard in
Mezowrn | love the death of feld pnhale
gbealegraphs hars

This gorgeaus Duddha rests on Seorak
kawntain n Korea. So poised and perfect, |
miredigtely became infatiueted with the
N peead . | shat ot least Alimages belare

wershappy -.'.'Ihl'l._'-"'a'rm] Far |;I,|Iler:.'|;|_'-_'-|:-

ness | chase Roboto Glitter kens; for added
nippie kove, Ine's 1969 filrn

Theseware the dayswhen |was absassed
with Hipslarmatic's Robato Gitter lens optian
and wore chades made with robot Lowe
Whilzwandenng thie grourds of the Dullas
Taa Muisaum and teafieldson kajulsland, 3
lonely frae cradted in lazy Clouds Wlled me
lrarn & mucly Irance, beckaning me ba lake 5
photograph
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I'm alzo becomang aware that | use pinhole and Hipstamatic in similar ways. Both ara slow,
Balh caplure lhe sitalily of orgamnic moverment, ned lreeee i1 Bodh depicl the ellereal seslhetic
iyusality | love Bolh are revolubknary fore ihe pholagraphy imdisiey. | Fired thal pinhole s more
suited far ongoing senes and beaudiful portrais, especially on gorgeous sunny days. Shoating
inbo the sun with my pinhole carmera creates the mest spectacular sunbursts which add an
element to my photegraphs that ['ve never seen with other cameras.

They are bath magical. Finhole phodography is and will always be my one true love, but
mmiy affair with Hipsiamatic is refreshing and has visible long-ierm potential. | aften
wonder i athars see the warld from such an whimsical standpoint—if the edges are
blurred and tuzzy, ard if light and colar dety sharp bold Lines—where imagination is realiby,

Whenthe used car Lot in Phoeniowas closad

one Sunday, clirmbed into the bed of & truck
ardd extended rry tnpod a2 Mar a2 0 weuld ga

| gt ey wia? Lwartiesd with ths pebcla,
a sunbursk with sireamars

| was invited to Samcheok for 3 Korsan

beach lcarnoinglweskend. Inarder to keap
rrery sanily [Fm nol Fruch of & camper] | 2pent

nourswallong arcund the quist countrysda,
phatographing bugs and lush green scenas

Farthis image, | chosethe John S lenswith
Float film hoping for & pefect vagnette, an
alfart which | deam successiul

Su-nL ey yegE instrneckon, 15 abaays smiling and &5 eager to leam assheisto
teach. | snapped this besubful porrai of her and 2 birthday cshe amidst a
beingualchores ol Happy Birthday,” 2ungim Englsh and Borean. | had ra dea
b e, ey P s Dllle carrera could Far m ke Ighl conddians baillumnate
Su-ni's parpesus smila
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